ArchéoSciences
Numéro 33 (suppl.) (2009)
Mémoire du sol, espace des hommes

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Michel Al Maqdissi et Christophe Benech

The spatial organization of the
Phoenician city of Amrith (Syria)
...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Avertissement
Le contenu de ce site relève de la législation française sur la propriété intellectuelle et est la propriété exclusive de
l'éditeur.
Les œuvres figurant sur ce site peuvent être consultées et reproduites sur un support papier ou numérique sous
réserve qu'elles soient strictement réservées à un usage soit personnel, soit scientifique ou pédagogique excluant
toute exploitation commerciale. La reproduction devra obligatoirement mentionner l'éditeur, le nom de la revue,
l'auteur et la référence du document.
Toute autre reproduction est interdite sauf accord préalable de l'éditeur, en dehors des cas prévus par la législation
en vigueur en France.

Revues.org est un portail de revues en sciences humaines et sociales développé par le Cléo, Centre pour l'édition
électronique ouverte (CNRS, EHESS, UP, UAPV).
...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Référence électronique
Michel Al Maqdissi et Christophe Benech, « The spatial organization of the Phoenician city of Amrith
(Syria) », ArchéoSciences [En ligne], 33 (suppl.) | 2009, mis en ligne le 30 octobre 2011. URL : http://
archeosciences.revues.org/index1596.html
DOI : en cours d'attribution
Éditeur : Presses universitaires de Rennes
http://archeosciences.revues.org
http://www.revues.org
Document accessible en ligne sur : http://archeosciences.revues.org/index1596.html
Ce document est le fac-similé de l'édition papier.
Cet article a été téléchargé sur le portail Cairn (http://www.cairn.info).

Distribution électronique Cairn pour Presses universitaires de Rennes et pour Revues.org (Centre pour l'édition
électronique ouverte)
Tous droits réservés

The spatial organization of the Phoenician city
of Amrith (Syria)
Michel Al Maqdissi * and Christophe Benech **

Key words : Magnetic survey, Excavations, Phoenician site, City planning, Syria.

The site of Amrith is located on the Syrian coast 6km
south of the modern city of Tartous. More ancient occupation, from the end of the 3th millennium B.C., has been
identiﬁed on the tell but Amrith is ﬁrst of all known as a
typical site of the Phoenician period in Syria. The site is
believed to be a suburb of the city of Aradus on the neighboring island, today called Arwad. It is known primarily
for its temple from the 6th century B.C., and its necropolis, but the great extent of the site and the variety of its
archaeological structures (e.g. religious buildings, stadium,
workshops and harbour) clearly show that Amrith was a
ﬂourishing city and may have an important commercial
role.
Apart from the main monuments which have been excavated (Fig. 1), Amrith is still almost unknown and we have
very poor information about its organization. The main sectors have been identiﬁed even if little is known about their
internal organization yet. The site is surrounded by important
necropolis (the population of Aradus was buried here also),
which give an idea of the limits of the city. The site is crossed
by two rivers, a fact possibly linked to the religious tradition
of Amrith in which the water has an important role: the Nahr
el Amrith, which runs past the main temple (Ma’abed), and
the Nahr el Kuble, not far from the place where the Syrian
archaeological mission has discovered a second temple.
Excavations have revealed an important zone of workshops,
which remains to be explored. Until now, domestic archi-

tecture has been identiﬁed mainly on the ‘tell’, but there are
probably other quarters with private houses.
The environment of the site is menaced by a high estate
pressure. Some parts of the site are already condemned but
the essential is still preserved as farmland, even if agricultural
activities also cause damage to archaeological structures. The
study of Amrith by geophysical survey is being developed in
collaboration with the Project PROGECESA (Geophysical
survey and study of ancient urban centers of Syria), ﬁnanced
by the French National Agency of Research.

FIRST RESULTS WITH MAGNETIC SURVEY
Diﬀerent parts of the site have been carried out by magnetic survey with a cesium gradiometer from Geometrics. The
aim of this ﬁrst campaign was to approach the organization
of the city around the main known buildings and, after assessment of the quality of the resulting magnetic maps, to see on
what basis it will be possible to study the spatial organization
of the city of Amrith.

Sector of the tell (Fig. 2)
The ﬁrst tests concerned at the bottom of the tell of Amrith
and sought to reveal whether the occupation levels excavated
on the top of the tell continue beyond. The magnetic map
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Figure 1: Satellite view
(Google) of the site of
Amrith with the location
of main monuments and
magnetic surveys.

Figure 2: Magnetic survey at the bottom of the
tell.
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shows a relatively complex and disturbed context: archaeological structures seem to be in relatively poor state of preservation and their organization indicates probably diﬀerent states
even if it is still diﬃcult to separate these.
The occupation is relatively dense, as on the tell, and seems
to continue beyond the surveyed area, particularly to the
south. This southern sector could be the position of the towncentre of the city of Amrith. A central location is indicated by
the conﬁguration of the site with to the north the sector of
the temple and the stadium, to the north-east the workshop
zone, to the east the second temple and the harbour and to
the south and east the necropolis.

The workshop zone (Figure 3)
A second test was made in the workshop zone, not far from
excavated areas which have revealed kilns and ditches. In this
case also the archaeological structures seem to be not wellpreserved but they are intelligible. The magnetic map revealed
the existence of a wide, square building – probably a warehouse – measuring around 42m on each side. The details of
the plan are not clear but it seems to be composed of a wide
central courtyard surrounded by small square rooms. The
southern part of the map is more disturbed but the magnetic
anomalies of this sector could correspond to ditches such as
those found a few meters away in the excavations.

PERSPECTIVES
These ﬁrst results show that extension of the geophysical
surveys in Amrith would be valuable, even if the environmental conditions are not always optimal and the preservation of
archaeological structures is not very good. Despite this, the
site oﬀers a unique opportunity to study a Phoenician city
practically preserved in its entirety. Unlike other important
Phoenician cities along the coast, Amrith has not disappeared under a modern city. The various modern installations
on the site will be an obstacle to a complete comprehension
of Amrith but it is possible to obtain enough information
to identify the main features of town planning at a crucial period, just before the beginning of the expansion of
Hellenistic cities.
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Figure 3: Magnetic survey
in the artisanal zone.
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